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O X F O R D

Oxford police probe residential
burglary, say two involved

The Oxford Resident Trooper’s Office is inves-
tigating a residential burglary on Pines Bridge
Road on Monday. 

At approximately 11:40 a.m. investigators re-
sponded to the
area for a report-
ed residential
burglary.
Through the
course of the in-
vestigation it was
found that two
white male sus-
pects entered the
residence and
stole a Sony lap-
top computer. 

They were last
seen operating a small Hyundai SUV. Anyone
with information about the burglary or the identi-
ty of the suspects should call Officer Gugliotti at
203-888-4353 or text TIP711 with any information
to 274637. All calls will be kept confidential. 

B A N TA M  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T

North Carolina assault suspect
arraigned, held on bond

A North Carolina man was arraigned Monday
in Bantam Superior Court and held on $10,000

bond as a possible suspect in a
robbery earlier in the month
that injured a Bristol man at
aTorrington shoe store. 

John Pjura, 25, was captured
after a woman at 30 Christine St.
called to say he was sleeping in
her pantry Sunday night. He has
so far been charged with inter-
fering with police and resisting
arrest while a warrant is devel-
oped for assault.

Pjura had been identified earlier Sunday in the
area of Rosen Avenue and Patterson Street as a
suspicious male wearing purple basketball shorts,
possibly the man whose image was circulated in
fliers around town and through social media. A
caller told police he believed the man to be the
person they were looking for.

As officers moved in to handcuff Pjura, he ran.
At 8:30 p.m., police got another call, this time

from Diane Schmelter, who said a man matching
Pjura’s description was inside her home and
sleeping in her pantry.

Eventually, Pjura admitted his identity and that
he has an extensive criminal history in North Car-
olina.

The manager of Famous Footwear, Andrew
Howe, confronted a man on Sept. 11 after seeing
him walk out of the Famous Footwear shoe store
in the Target plaza without paying for the sneak-
ers.

Police said the man punched Howe in the
head, causing internal bleeding and a concus-
sion. 

Howe required surgery to have a metal plate
implanted.

Howe, a 35-year-old father of four living in
Bristol, was released Monday from Hartford Hos-
pital to a rehabilitation facility. 

W O O D B U R Y

Pasta dinner will benefit boy
suffering from brain cancer

A pasta dinner will be held at 6 p.m. on Satur-
day in the Pearson Room at St. Paul’s Church. 

The cost is $10 per plate. Every ticket bought
will be placed in a raffle, the prize being a painting
by Robert Crawford. 

Proceeds from the dinner will benefit
Christophe Mettey, who is undergoing treatment
and surgery for brain cancer.

Tickets will be available at the door, or by con-
tacting Courtney Camacho at 203-232-8210, or
courtneycamacho4@gmail.com.  Donations can
be made through gofundme (Care4Christophe) at
www.gofundme.com/2jm3smk.
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MIDDLEBURY — A map
revision by the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency in 2010 placed many
homeowners living on Porter
Avenue and Regan Road in a
hazardous flood zone.

The neighbors face a rising
tide of flood insurance premi-
ums, but First Selectman Ed-
ward B. St. John hopes a new
study will pull them out of it.

The Board of Selectmen
will review proposals from
three engineering firms.
Copies were also given to a
handful of neighbors attend-

ing Monday’s meeting.
“Stay away from the cost of

the proposals,” St. John said.
“Stay with the services of-
fered.”

The first selectman said
the lowest offer, may not nec-
essarily be the best one.

Nevertheless, Lenard En-
gineering Inc. proposed to do

a study for $16,800; Tata &
Howard for $29,700; and
Kratzert, Jones & Associates,
Inc., for $25,170 plus $1,000
for a Letter of Map Amend-
ment Application (LOMA) to
FEMA.

Even if a study succeeds in
revising the flood map in the
homeowners’ favor, St. John
said the lending institutions
for the mortgages may still

Study may aid homeowners
FEMA map has homes in flood zone
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MIDDLEBURY 

A ndrew King took practice
shots at a hockey net on the
deck of his family’s backyard
one recent afternoon. There

were no signs of the numbness he had
felt in his left arm two years ago, when a
malformation of blood vessels burst in
his spine.

Andrew underwent surgeries for an
arteriovenous malformation at age 3
and age 8. Now 10, the Chase Collegiate
fifth-grader plays soccer, youth hockey
and golf.

“You want him to be able to walk and
move,” said Tom King, Andrew’s father.
“Surgery around the spinal cord is
something you don’t want to take
chances with, especially at a young age.
We appreciate every moment. It defi-
nitely makes you happy that he can do
these things. We’re very fortunate.”

Tom and Ryah King, who also have
two daughters, Abigayle, 13, and
Alessandra, 12, believe more should be
done to spread awareness about AVM,
which occurs in less than 1 percent of
the population.

Dr. Kristopher T. Kahle, attending
physician at Yale-New Haven Chil-
dren’s Hospital and assistant professor
of neurosurgery and pediatrics at Yale

School of Medicine, said he does not
know why more resources are not put
into research and treatment.

“I think some diseases get a lot of at-

tention,” he said, “but this has got to be
one of the particularly most devastating
diseases for how out of the blue it strikes
and how devastating it can be.”

According to the Joe Niekro Founda-
tion, AVMs affect approximately
300,000 people in the U.S., about 12 per-
cent experience symptoms and 3 per-
cent have ruptures each year.

Natalie Niekro started the Joe Niekro
Foundation in 2007 after her father, a
longtime Major League Baseball pitch-
er, died suddenly of a brain aneurysm.
“We were basically left on our own,”

BOY FREE OF SYMPTOMS

Middlebury lad, 10, battles rare disease

ERIN COVEY  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Andrew King, 10, who has a rare condition called AVM, or arteriovenous malformation, takes practice shots at a hockey net
on the deck of his Middlebury family’s backyard recently.

Andrew King, 10, underwent surgeries
for his AVM condition at ages 3 and 8.
Now, he is a Chase Collegiate fifth-
grader and plays soccer, youth hockey
and golf.

BY PAUL  HUGHES
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

HARTFORD — A coalition
of municipalities, parents,
students and education
groups is objecting to the
state’s petition to appeal a
landmark ruling on school
funding to the state Supreme
Court.

The Connecticut Coalition
for Justice in Education
Funding says in court filings
that an interlocutory appeal
is premature at this time be-
cause the Superior Court case
is still ongoing. 

Judge Thomas Moukawsh-
er gave state officials six
months to propose a new
school funding formula and

other reform plans after he
concluded how Connecticut
funds public education vio-
lates the state constitution.

His order then gives the
coalition 60 days to file a re-
sponse and propose alterna-
tives. After that, it states
Moukawsher will schedule a
hearing.

In its objections, the CC-

JEF argues the Supreme
Court should decline to hear
the state’s appeal until the
remedy phase of the Superior
Court proceedings conclude.

“Having invested so much
time and effort in the pro-
ceedings to date, and with a
comparatively short schedule

Coalition fighting state’s appeal on school funding

See FUNDING, Page 3B

See AVM, Page 3B

“I THINK SOME DISEASES
GET A LOT OF ATTENTION,
BUT THIS HAS GOT TO BE
ONE OF THE PARTICULARLY
MOST DEVASTATING DIS-
EASES FOR HOW OUT OF
THE BLUE IT STRIKES AND
HOW DEVASTATING IT CAN
BE.”

DR. KRISTOPHER T. KAHLE
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN AT YALE-
NEW HAVEN CHILDREN’S 

See FLOOD, Page 3B

CONTRIBUTED

This is a picture of a vehicle suspected of being
used in an Oxford home burglary Monday.

These are pictures of sus-
pects in an Oxford home
burglary Monday.

CONTRIBUTED

Pjura
CONTRIBUTED
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OBITUARIES ON PAGE 4B
BIRTHS ON PAGE 2B
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WATERBURY — A sus-
pected city drug dealer is fac-
ing federal charges in con-
nection with the overdose
death of a Newtown woman
who was sold a lethal dose of
heroin. 

A Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration agent charged
Ronald Weaver, 38, who was
known to frequent the River
Street area, with distributing
heroin in August. 

Federal authorities sus-
pect that Weaver and his
twin brother, Donald, were
selling heroin throughout the
Waterbury area, using
Joseph Kalita as a “runner”
or courier to transport small-
er quantities of the drug to
customers. 

Heroin — marked with a
scorpion symbol — supplied
by Ronald Weaver wound up
in the hands of a 33-year-old
woman who overdosed in
March and was pronounced
brain dead, according to fed-

eral authorities. 
Though authorities suspect

Weaver was the source of the
heroin, they weren’t able to
say if that heroin specifically
led to the woman’s death.
Opiates and cocaine were
found in the woman’s system. 

A witness who knew the
overdose victim aided feder-
al investigators and admitted
to using 10 to 20 doses of
heroin each day. That wit-
ness led authorities to Kalita
and the Weavers, which in
turn led authorities to inter-

cept text messages from
them. 

Kalita was arrested earlier
this year, telling authorities
that the Weavers sold heroin,
cocaine and crack from a
home on River Street. In ex-
change for drugs, he would
serve as their “runner” and
also do odd jobs. 

A witness saw Ronald
Weaver with 150 bundles of
heroin at one time that were
obtained from an unknown
source, according to federal
records. 

Kalita delivered heroin
supplied by Weaver to 20 to
30 customers each day, ac-
cording to authorities. When
he “lost” $40 worth of heroin,
Kalita said the Weavers as-
saulted him, so he stopped
working for them. 

Using two confidential in-
formants who have a history
of substance abuse, federal
drug agents had them buy
nine bundles — or 90 bags —
of heroin from Weaver dur-
ing three deals this summer.
Two of those swaps were

done on South Leonard
Street while drug agents
were watching, according to
a federal arrest report for
Weaver. 

Ronald Weaver was held
without bond following his
arrest in August. He was also
charged with possession with
intent to distribute heroin
and conspiracy to distribute
heroin. A check of federal
court records shows that
criminal charges have not
been filed against Donald
Weaver. 

Suspected dealer faces charges for overdose death

for completing the remedy
phase, judicial economy is
best served by a compre-
hensive review based on a
full record compiled
through final judgment,”
the coalition’s pleading
said.

If the Supreme Court ac-
cepts an appeal now, CC-
JEF alternatively request-
ed that the justices review
all of Moukawsher’s rul-
ings, including the constitu-
tional standard that the
judge applied to assess the
adequacy of resources
available to Connecticut
schools and his determina-
tion that there was no equal
protection violation. 

The governor’s office re-
iterated Gov. Dannel P.
Malloy’s position that his
administration and the leg-
islature submit the reform
plans on schedule rather
than wait until the appeal is
decided if one goes for-
ward.  

Jepsen announced last
Thursday that the attorney
general’s office had peti-
tioned the Supreme Court
to hear the state’s appeal of
the judge’s ruling.

Delaying the appeal
would risk damage to im-
portant public interests and
constitutional principles,
said Jaclyn Falkowski,
Jepsen’s director of com-
munications.

“We strongly believe

that the Supreme Court
can and should determine
at this time if the trial
court exceeded its author-
ity in its ruling in this
case, as we believe it did,”
she said.

The attorney general’s
office agrees with the CC-
JEF that the Supreme
Court should review all of
Moukawsher’s rulings if
the high court decides to
hear an appeal at this junc-
ture, Falkowski said.

The attorney general’s
petition charges Moukaw-
sher improperly created
and applied a new legal
standard to assert judicial
control over education poli-
cy in Connecticut. 

Moukawsher ordered the
state to develop a new dis-
tribution formula that ties
education funding to edu-
cation need because he
found the current method
of distributing education is
unconstitutionally irra-
tional.

He also directed state of-
ficials to propose a wide-
ranging overhaul of the
public education system,
including plans for reme-
dying issues concerning el-
ementary and secondary
education, special educa-
tion and standards for edu-
cation professionals.

Contact Paul Hughes at
phughes@rep-am.com.

FUNDING:
State coalition says
appeal is premature 

Niekro said. “When I left
the hospital, I just remem-
ber how lost I felt. There
was no information or guid-
ance for a grieving family.
I did research to find sup-
port groups and couldn’t
find anything.”

She started a small sup-
port group where she lives
in Phoenix, Ariz., and JNF
now has 34 groups in dif-
ferent states, as well as
Canada.

“It helps validate that
what they’re dealing with is
normal,” Niekro said.
“They provide support for
one another. It’s a great
help for a lot of people.
They have to have an out-
let.”

In addition to surgical
procedures to remove
AVMs, research is under-
way for early detection and
alternative therapies.
Dr. Kahle is taking part in
a next generation sequenc-
ing to determine if there
are mutations and specific
genes that can cause the
disease.

“Genetic sequencing
projects attempt to find
causes of diseases,” he
said. “The two main pur-
poses are diagnosis and
therapy.”

Dr. Kahle expressed
hope that drug therapies
can be discovered that
could shrink an AVM to
avoid risky surgery and to
treat areas of the body
where surgery is not possi-
ble.

Tom King said Andrew
first experienced symp-
toms from his AVM in
2009.

“When he was 3, he had
severe headaches,” King
said. “One moment he was
fine, then he was hunched
over with a severe
headache. After a few
episodes, we took him to a
pediatrician.”

The pediatrician called
for an MRI of Andrew’s
head and neck and the
AVM was discovered, King
said, adding the mass of
blood vessels wrapped
around his son’s spine. 

Columbia Presbyterian
Hospital in New York City
performed the surgery and
doctors thought they got it
all out. But part of the AVM
was in Andrew’s spine, ac-
cording to King, who said
his son complained of
numbness in his left hand
after hockey practice at
age 8.

“You could say he has a
spinal stroke,” King said.
“His whole left arm was
numb and his forearm to
his elbow was tingling.” 

Andrew’s AVM ruptured
and Dr. Robert Spetzler
performed surgery at the
Barrow Neurological Insti-
tute, where the Kings met
Natalie Niekro and got in-
volved with JNF to support
other families.

“He doesn’t have any
symptoms now,” King said.
“Just a weakness on his left
side.”

Doctor’s believe they got
98 percent of the AVM out.
“We have to keep an eye on
it in case it comes back,”
King said.

Contact Bill Bittar at
bbittar@rep-am.com.

AVM: Started with
severe headaches

CONTRIBUTED

Storyteller Carol Birch of Southbury shares several tales of immigrants with the Kent
Historical Society on Sunday evening as part of the Sunday Series in Kent Town Hall.
Alexander Wilburn and Jane and Ted Roth look on as Birch delights the crowd with her
dramatic story about an Italian American family and the challenges they faced in Amer-
ica. The program was entitled, ‘Searching for the American Dream: Stories of Immi-
grants.’

Storyteller dazzles Kent

decide they need to have
flood insurance.

If that is the case, he said
they are on their own.

Selectman Michael McCor-
mack suggested one neigh-
bor, Greg Cyr of Porter Av-
enue, attend a Board of Se-
lectmen workshop on Oct. 3,
in which St. John said a deci-
sion on a proposal could be
made.

Then the selectmen would
bring it to the Board of Fi-
nance to secure the funding.

The homeowners, who con-
tend the FEMA map is wrong,
have worked hard for a solu-
tion over the past two years. 

Then-selectman Ralph
Barra helped them secure 10
percent reductions in their
property assessments. Mc-
Cormack took Barra’s place

as the board’s liaison.
The neighbors have had

several meetings with the
Board of Selectmen, as well
as state and federal officials.

“It’s encouraging that
we’ve gotten this far,” Cyr
said of the recent progress.
“I’m cautiously optimistic of
where this will lead us.”

Catherine Konnik, who has
been unable to sell her Cape

Cod-style house on Porter
Avenue because of the high
flood insurance, echoed Cyr’s
sentiment.

“We’re looking for a fair
and accurate outcome,” she
said. “I’m pleased with the
town’s collaboration at this
point.”

Contact Bill Bittar
at bbittar@rep-am.com.

FLOOD: High insurance rates hurts residents

assessed at its value and
taxed accordingly.

The city now receives $2.45
million each year from the
state as a payment in lieu of
taxes because Waterbury
Hospital is a nonprofit. The
deal with Prospect, which
includes a $45 million pur-
chase price and $55 million
in following capital invest-
ments, will shed the hospital
of its tax-free status. 

Greater Waterbury
Health Network, which
owns the hospital and other
buildings, had a total assess-
ment of $141 million as of

October 2012, the last time
the property was assessed,
according to the city asses-
sor’s office.

Based on that assessment
at the current tax rate of
62.1 mills, Prospect would
pay $8.75 million in property
taxes each year if the abate-
ment isn’t approved at a spe-
cial meeting scheduled for
next Tuesday. 

“The work that has been
done with the Prospect
arrangement ... it is a really
good agreement for the
city,” O’Leary said.

Darlene Stromstad, presi-

dent and chief executive of-
ficer of the health network,
told the aldermen that in
their efforts to find a part-
ner, they chose Prospect to
provide high-quality, acces-
sible and sustainable health
care to the community. 

She said the company has
plans to define a growth
strategy to attract people,
who have taken their busi-
ness to hospitals elsewhere,
back to Waterbury Hospital. 

“We are really looking for-
ward to our partnership,”
she said.

Prospect, which has 19

hospitals in California, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island and Texas, is
also finalizing tax abatement
deals in its efforts to acquire
Eastern Connecticut Health
Network’s Manchester
Memorial and Rockville
General hospitals. 

“We want to be good part-
ners, we want to be good citi-
zens to this community,”
said Tom Reardon, president
of Prospect Medical Hold-
ings, East. “We want to make
capital investments for the
whole network and we are
thrilled to be here.”

TAX: Hospital would no longer be nonprofit

versity in 1997.
Bottaro said she worked

for both a health care and a
banking company for 10
years in Boston and Hart-
ford doing human re-
sources. She gained her love
for the youth while doing
outreach in inner-city com-
munities helping children
gain interviewing skills and
find career paths.

“While working for those
companies the best part of
my day was when I got to in-
teract with the youth, when
I got the chance to go into
these high schools and real-
ly help the children,” Bot-
taro said.

Bottaro said she currently
has a caseload of about 15
special education students
and she sees each student as
a whole rather than their in-
dividual struggles.

She credits the special

education staff at Cheshire
High School and calls the
team collaborative and sup-
portive.

Christopher Brown, direc-
tor of Pupil Personnel Ser-
vices at Cheshire High
School, said he has had the
pleasure of working with Bot-
taro for 18 years and said she
is always focused on under-
standing the individual needs
of the students.

“The students love Deb,”
Brown said. “They recognize
that she’ll do anything to help
them make progress.”

He said that over the
years Bottaro has formed
strong relationships with
students, faculty and par-
ents and these relationships,
paired with Bottaro’s hard
work, are what has helped
each student to succeed
year after year.

“When Deb comes to me

and says she is going to do
something, I never give it a
second thought because I
know that she’ll get it done
and the result will be out-
standing for each child. She
has a way of custom design-
ing unique interventions for
each child,” Brown said.

Bottaro said she loves sup-
porting students on their
journey to discovering who
they are as learners. She re-
membered a time when one
of her students struggled be-
haviorally, socially and aca-
demically.  

She said that after the stu-
dent graduated, he returned
to the school, found her of-
fice and apologized to her
and thanked her for being
patient with him all those
years.

“To have my former stu-
dent self reflect and to recog-
nize his actions showed me

that he had matured and
that’s what I hope for my stu-
dents, is for them to mature,”
Bottaro said.

That student is now going
to a technical school, Botarro
added.

Superintendent of Schools
Jeffrey Solan said, “her gen-
uine compassion and enthusi-
asm is readily apparent to all
she engages, but most impor-
tantly her students. Her
warm and supportive person-
ality serves as the perfect
grounds for her to apply her
incredible pedagogical tal-
ent,” he said.

“She uses contemporary
best practices and is a cre-
ative problem solver in sup-
porting those with learning
challenges to find success in
the classroom and in life. Deb
Bottaro is the teacher stu-
dents remember for a life-
time.”

TEACHER: Bottaro honored by district

why it is we can’t go ahead
and test this vermiculite to
see if it does have asbestos.”

O’Leary’s move cut off de-
bate Monday, though the
measure was expected to
pass. 

Aldermen Steven R. Giaco-
mi, the Republican minority
leader, said just before the
meeting that he felt he had no
choice but to reluctantly ap-
prove because children need
a roof. After the meeting, he
praised O’Leary’s push to get
answers to the sort of ques-
tions Republicans have
raised previously. 

“It’s not all partisan poli-
tics here,” Giacomi said.
“Sometimes you have to
agree with a good move and it
was a good move to get more
answers before we spend an-
other $4.5 million dollars of
the people’s money.”

ROOF:
Questions
raised about
cost of job
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